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Security Sensitive Data: Information that shows the location of physical features
of utilities ... this includes power plants, transmission lines, substations, pipelines,
cell towers, water treatment plants, compressor stations, package treatment
plants, etc.  The GIS data at the PSC is compiled at 1:24,000 scale, which
means that utility features are, at best, within 40 feet of their true location, and
generally within 100 feet of their true location.  Maps at 1:800,000, the scale used
on wall maps of Kentucky, even though they are made from the same data,
portray features within 1,333 feet (.25 mile) of their true location, due to the
effects of reduction and symbolization in the map making process.  The GIS data
and maps at the PSC are appropriate for planning purposes, not for engineering.
Requests from the public are handled to give them the information that they need
in the most appropriate format and scale for their intended use.

Availability of GIS data and maps posted on the Internet:

• From the PSC web site at http://psc.ky.gov/pschome.htm, click on "Maps".
There is a list of security sensitive maps that are available by written request.
If you click on "GIS Data", it describes the GIS data and how to obtain
security sensitive GIS data by written request.

• Kentucky Geography Network at http://kygeonet.state.ky.us/ lists maps and
data available from the PSC.  Security sensitive data is only available by
written request.

Access Constraints:  "Formal documentation of all requests is required. Data
must be requested in writing, including a signature, printed name,
company/firm name if applicable, mailing address, phone number and e-mail
address. Send the letter to Ruth A. Rowles, Public Service Commission, PO
Box 615, Frankfort, KY 40601."

Response to a request:

• All requests must be delivered by U.S. mail, except for requests from other
state and local government agencies.  Those agencies may make requests
by e-mail or fax, if the agency and person making the request are known to
the GIS staff at the PSC.

• Requests from the general public are usually followed up with an initial phone
call to describe and verify the type of map or data requested, its format, and
cost.  Many times they are looking for a specific area, and it is possible to just
send them data or maps for that area, minimizing cost and the amount of
information released to the public.



• Maps may be produced on paper and sent via U.S. mail, or sent via e-mail as
PDF files.  Requests for GIS data are sent via e-mail if the files are small
enough, or by mail on a CD.  A short letter is included.

• The recipient of the data is informed of its appropriate use.

Use Constraints: "The user should understand that since September 11, 2001,
location data of critical utility structures is considered sensitive information
for security reasons. Users shall not publish this data or maps made using
this data on the World Wide Web. Users shall not redistribute this data to
others, but shall refer requests by others for such information to the Kentucky
Public Service Commission. The user shall give credit to the Kentucky Public
Service Commission (PSC). The user must abide by the following data
disclaimer: All information within the product is believed accurate but is not
guaranteed without error. While attempts have been made to insure the
correctness of the information presented, neither the Kentucky Public Service
Commission nor any party involved in the creation and compilation of the
data guarantees their accuracy, completeness, or suitability for a particular
use. All critical information should be independently verified."

These constraints are given on the KY Geography Network with any security
sensitive PSC data, so that the person requesting the data is aware of them.
These constraints are also included verbatim in the metadata that is distributed
with the GIS data. The use constraint will also be sent in any correspondence as
a result of a request.

For maps, the statement, "Users shall not publish this data or maps made
using this data on the World Wide Web. Users shall not redistribute this data
to others, ... ", is replaced with  " Users shall not publish this map or any part
of it on the World Wide Web. Users shall not redistribute this map to others,
..." The use constraint will also be sent in any correspondence as a result of a
request.  In addition it will be printed on the map, as a reminder to the map user
that the information should be displayed and used appropriately.  The use
constraint will also be printed in full on any security sensitive maps produced by
the PSC.  For the 1984 Electric and Gas Transmission Maps produced by
Economic Development, the following statement will be superimposed on any
printed maps:  "The user should understand that since September 11, 2001,
location data of critical utility structures is considered sensitive information
for security reasons. Users shall not publish this map or any part of it on the
World Wide Web.  Users shall not redistribute this map to others, but shall
refer requests by others for such information to the Kentucky Public Service
Commission."

• A file, "GIS Data Requests", is kept of all correspondence (initial request,
notes, responding letter).  The papers for one transaction are stapled together
and put in order of response in the file.


